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Role of Teachers and Educational Institutions in Social Transformation

TEACHER AS A CATALYST OF CHANGE IN SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL
CHALLENGES: LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD GLOBALLY VISION 2020

" Dr. Shilpa Kulkarni Dr. Joe Lopez
B.Sc, MBA, Ph.D., M.Com, M.M.5,Ph.D., Associate Professor Matrix School
Founder Secretary Matrix Educational Foundation of Management Studies
Introduction:

Excellent saying by Swami Vivekanand to quote him: ‘Education is not the amount of information that is put into your
brain and runs riot there undigested, all your life.” Education for him means that process by which character is
formed, strength of mind is increased, and intellect is sharpened, as a result of which one can stand on one’s own
feet. Everyone has been given a special gift of knowing their inner self and listening to inner calls. If we tap this hidden
potential our inner soulgives us a clear picture of genuine form of our deeds. In this fast changing materialistic world
which is depleting at enormous speed socially and environmentally and is continuously giving signals to the society tc
improve at urgent levels. At this crucial stage emergence of good teachers are required to tirelessly work for the
society and pass the torch of guiding light to the next generation. Let’s take a glimpse at the issues which our societ
is encountering:

Social issues:

e Rapes and assault are increasing and have it to the headlines with alarming frequency.

e  An agrarian crisis has created tragedies of suicides in Maharashtra, and many Indian families are still with
backward thoughts and abort girl child as they feel it's a burden on the family to invest money on her and
ultimately pay a huge amount of dowry in marriage. Issue of dowry is again a hidden enemy in the society.

e  Studies have shown that economically weaker background children get fewer facilities in learning and are
less motivated to pursue studies than from the enriched background children where the literacy rate is higt

e High level of rising corruption in all fields.

e Increasing urbanization leading to rise of illegal activities.

e Terrorist attacks and rise of fanatic attitude.

e Health related problems, sewage disposal hazards, rise of slum areas.

Environmental issues:

e Deforestation is one of the major causes of ozone depletion.
e Dumping of wastages and plastics in rivers, concrete constructions by builders blocking water canals.
e Very few empty lands left for gardens and green patches because of land encroachment.

e Excessive use of natural resources.
e Extinction of endangered species like tiger, giralfes, birds, lons. It had been predicted in Times of India th

in a span of next ten years Mumbai shore will not see any marine life.
e Acid rain has been shown to have adverse impacts on forests, fresh waters and soils, killing insect and
aquatic life-forms as well as causing damage to buildings and having impacts on human health.
e Air pollution is the biggest environmental problem. Perhaps even more surprisingly, it has been declining
the past 110 Years.
The highlights of above issues require a strong visionary to handle and if every individual contribute a bit of their
deeds earth will be a heaven to stay.

Objectives

Objective 1) Need of strong teachers as leaders acting as a catalyst of change for balancing the imbalance Systi
Introspection of individuals about their attitude and considering that their behavior with the surrounding i
responsibility for the answers they receive from nature. It is extremely necessary to have civic sense right
childhood. Parents and teachers play a prime role in shaping the morals and ethics in a child. It is i
transformation of man through moral and spiritual education that he finds the solution for all social and eco
imbalances.
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oblictlve 2) Global Minds amalgamation the need of anhour:

@lobal minds require awareness and action conststent with a broad understanding ol humanity, the planet, and the
pact of our actions on both.Globalization has o multi-dimensional impact on the system ol education. However
thlncrease in awareness ol environmental and socal issues globally the barrier ol orthodox traditions and old

Jtoms have begun to fall. In most Third World countries, the intellectual and political elites are more likely to be the
.—‘ t generation to get an education The parents ol this peneration are largely illiterates having no formal education
'd little knowledge to deal with modern hfe complexitios. The elites, having more knowledge and better skills than
: t of their countrymen, usually develop an unhealthy sense ol superiority, IUis a superiority complex that most
wmbers of Third World elites acquire and use, not to help and Nift their countrymen, but to rule over them and
‘Ipulate their needs and fears; they tend to do <o in order to keep the masses submissive and often prounded in
, ty and tradition. Rapidly now it is changing the way in which governments perceive their role in the sociely
. the most critical dimensions of change are the convergentimpacts of globalization, the increasing importance
ledge as a main driver of growth, and the information and communication revolution,

!

_ |nlrepreneurship: Growing competitive and aggressive market conditions, excessive dipgping of resources,
9 ]M disparities between poor and rich, rampant construction with no empty spaces, high pressures kept on
Wees for profit maximization and many more reasons has built pressures even on largest corporations to think
and act sensibly. Many big organizations have come to the terms of accepting that healthy community converts
healthy business. Social entrepreneurship is new and upcoming approach to business of inspiring and
88eting social entreprencurs with innovative ideas, information and strategies to help world in a global way in
: q f soclal and environmental issues.They dig deep into unknown that fresh relevant inspiration comes to light.

3) Impact of Culture on Society:

2 'nlonal cultures that have their roots in the pre-industrial age tend to believe in faith and destiny and accept
1A myths as facts, and to have a prominent spiritual asp¢ct to their lives capable of sustaining them even in a
jacause of such attitudes and convictions and psychological comforts, traditional societies in peneral tend to be
and Inward looking, to fear the unknown and resist change. They also fear looking at the world around them
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Objective 4) Road to Progress - “Vision 2020’ -
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bracket, Increasing urbanization and income levels will drive de

idi ializati uld require 2 gr
expected to grow at a fast pace; rapid industrialization \'NO : . e )
by 2030; India could potentially emerge as a global supplier of skilled manpower- India ha PPOTtuUNity to beg,

a prominent R&D destination. Given the expected socio-economic sFenarxo in 2020,h|nd|a woult: negd a r'obust hig
education system that can deliver on multiple imperatives. India will be amo.ngst the younge na.tlons in the wq
Green OMRON 2020 is playing 3 vital role in environmental preservat'lon. "OMRON estabhshs(’j the Gro
Environmental Policy in 1996 and it's environmental management vision entitled "Green OMRON 21" in 2003,

OMRON 2020 Environmental Targets (OMRON Group Environmental Targets for FYZOZO.) Limprove czr
productivity (global sales / CO2 emissions from global production sites by 30% comPared to fiscal 2010 level ¢
global basis 2.Contribute to providing useful products and services for society. Environmental contribution >

emissions from global praduction sites

on in the world, in the higher education
d for higher education. India’s econom
oss incremental workforce of ~5 il

Action Guidelines- OMRON implements activities related to six key areas, each with specific goals for fulfilling
"Green OMRON 2020" vision.
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> Conclusion
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~ In this paper we have discussed :
Wehange along with modern e 05'0'“9 major socio and environmental issues and presented a model of catalyst of
reside it is our moral responsibilit tEDvernancie‘ We propose that as an individual in whichever part on this planet we
Y to act sensibly and wisely for preserving this world against bad elements.

Social and environmental targets

e o,
B 0TRGS!

ndividual cesponsibility.- |
* and awareness \ i

It S ok Rediia
- Experimental results:
g B ORE 1O SRR

- :_Modem need of governance

‘V'ollowlng points if considered in a serious way can formulate the strategy of sustainable growth of the society.

® The main need of change inevery country is to understand the problematic areas they are facing and place
targets to achieve it.
e Everyindividual should possess pride for their nation and should have strong civics sense.
- o Implementation of ideas giving results should be monitored withstrict governance under the control of
educated teachers, educational institutions, research scholars, NGO's, corporate houses with ongoing CSR

: practices.
e Itis extremely necessary that government should have clear policy and procedures laid by maintaining

> transparency with the society.
. » Effective and efficient teachers should act as role models in the upliftment of social and environmental

causesand can pass the torch of guidance to future generation

rences

Center for Higher Education Research and Information, Ldited by John Brennan and TarlaShahon topic of
Higher Education and Society in Changing Times: looking back and looking forward, www.open.ac.uk/cheri

Drucker, P. F. (1971) The Age of Discontinuity, London, Pan Paper Books Ltd
The report, ‘Higher Education in India at a Glance’ prepared by the Chairman, VedPraksah and other senior
UGC memt;ers University Grants Commission (UGC) - the apex regulator for mgher education in India has

come out with a report
Annual Report, 2006-2007 Ministry of Human resource Development, Government of India

NAAC Report
Dr. Mithilesh Kumar Singh, Challenges of Globalization on Indian Higher Education, Sr. Research Fellow,

n Research Foundation, New Delhi

Apeejay-Stya Educatio
rsity of Ma’laga, The Transformation of the Teachers’ Role at the End of the

JOSE’ M. ESTEVE, Unive
Twentieth Century:new challenges for the future

Prof. ). S. Rajput, India Vision 2020, National Council of Educational Research and Training
rof. J. >. ]

Encyclo
Wikiped

pedia Britannica, Current Educational System in India, Three tier levels,

ia concept of Education, teacher, etc. Internet Sites.

37

Scanned by CamScanner



Role of Teachers and Educational Institutions i 5.99!9,’.1(@5/9@@',!92, sl
ducation in India. finest sta
teme
ments of

he context of universalizing €
gto perceive Vision 2020 for eqd
Ucatigp

ondon in tl )
lled while attemptin

(ndia must be reca

11. Gandhiji in 1931 inL
N the

educational vision in
country.
12. Works‘bepress.com/sirjit,
13. faculty.mu.edu.sa/public
14. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/acid-rain#a
hagenconsensus.com/publica

mishra/l

dverse-effects

tion/airpollution.
driving-thefuture of soci
n/green_omron2020

15. www.copen

16. www.fastcoexist.com/1681921/10-ideas-
/eco-visio

al-entrepreneurship.
17. www.omron.com/about/csr/environ

18. WWW..ntt.co.jp/kankyo/eprotect/vision.html
19. www.britishcouncil.org/europe/our-work-in-europe/social-enterprise.

* % %k ¥ ¥

Scanned by CamScanner






